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SAFEHAVEN

PARROT REFUGE

Procedure for Fostering A Safehaven Parrot

So you want to foster a parrot?  First of all, thank you for contacting us at Safehaven, should your application be successful, we will endeavour to match you and your bird as closely as possible to ensure a long and happy partnership for you both.  We are sure you have looked into the various species requirements and are comfortable with the idea of taking into your home a life-long, demanding companion.

The first step in the fostering process is to become a Friend of Safehaven.  NONE of our birds, are allowed to be fostered by anyone, who is not prepared to be a Life Long Member of Safehaven, the birds' life that is.  Accordingly, before we can send you the Application to Foster Form, you must have become a member.  Once you have joined, you can then request to have the form sent to you.  Our About Safehaven Leaflet, which gives you more details about Safehaven is enclosed.  There is also a Membership Application Form and standing order form should you wish to pay in this way.

The Application to Foster form gives us information about you and your knowledge of these special birds.  It will enable us to assess what type of parrot would suit your lifestyle and requirements.  A home visit from your local Area Representative may be required; they can advise you on a suitable location for the cage and will answer any questions you may have on the care and well being of a parrot.

Because many of our birds come to us from very loving homes, that for one reason or another, are unable to continue looking after the bird properly, i.e. allergy, illness etc.  Safehaven encourages contact between the previous owner of the bird and the new foster family.  We like to provide a report and photographs of the bird in its new home to the previous owner should they require it; your co-operation is required for us to be able to do this.  You will also have to provide a photo and written report on the bird’s health and progress to Safehaven on an annual basis. 

Once your application has been received and approved, you will go on the waiting list for a suitable bird.  Our aim is to match a bird and future family as closely as possible, so you may be on the waiting list for some time before the right bird comes along.  But once you have been accepted onto our waiting list your name will not be removed unless you ask us to do so, or your membership lapses.

Safehaven is a Registered Charity and as such, has to cover its running costs solely on membership and donations.  It is regretted that we must ask for a minimum donation to cover these running costs when offering you a bird for fostering.  Details of these costs can be obtained from either your local Area Representative or the Admin. Office.  NO Safehaven bird is ever sold to either a private individual or breeder, the bird remains under the permanent ownership, care and supervision of Safehaven Parrot Refuge for its entire life. 

When you are successful in receiving a suitable bird, you will be required to sign our legal Fostering Agreement before taking the bird.  You must adhere to the rules contained in the Fostering Agreement or you would risk losing your fostered bird.

Once you have fostered your bird, Safehaven will make regular follow up checks and possibly visit your home to make sure you are coping with what can sometimes be a very demanding situation.  Your area representative is only a phone call away if you should need help or guidance in any aspect of looking after your bird and can also refer you to a local, qualified avian vet if the need should arise.    

Although it is Safehavens view that birds are in less danger of escaping once they are flight restricted, we believe that it should be down to the foster carer to decide if they wish their bird to be flight restricted or not.  We will honour the foster carer’s decision.  If you are unsure what to do regarding this issue please discuss this with one of our representatives, who will be happy to help.

Your area may have fund-raising activities and events, when these occur, you will be asked if you would like to take part in any of them.  Aside from the main function of raising funds for Safehaven, these activities are very friendly, social affairs and will give you the opportunity of meeting other foster families (and their birds), and exchanging news, views and knowledge.  

If you have any further questions you would like answered, please contact your local area representative or the Administration  Office who will be very pleased to help.

Many thanks for considering fostering a parrot through Safehaven Parrot Refuge.

Christine Forman

Founder of 

Safehaven Parrot Refuge
Oct. 2004
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