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ABOUT SAFEHAVEN…

Many  people are unaware of the need for rescue centres such as ours.  In this leaflet we hope to explain to you just how much we are needed and the type of work we do.  If at the end of reading this you still have unanswered questions, please contact our administration office, who will be only too happy to help.

Q.  Who started this organisation and why?

A.  Paul and Christine Forman founded Safehaven Parrot Refuge as a national Registered Charity in 1998.  They have been rescuing Macaws (and other species) since 1986 and they saw the increased need for rescue centres which catered for “pet”, not aviary based homes for unwanted birds.  Together with our patron, Neil Forbes Bvet.Med.DipECAMS.FRCVS, they work towards providing suitable, permanent homes for unwanted birds.

Q.  Why should I support this charity?

A.  The United Kingdom now has a huge unwanted bird problem.  Other, larger charities are not equipped to deal with or rehome the larger parrot species and many much loved pets end up in the hands of dealers and breeders.  SPR is a totally non-profit making organisation and relies solely on membership and donations for its continued existence.  Our biggest goal is for us to open a much larger main centre, which could be open to the public but for this – we need your support!

Q.  What type of birds does SPR help?

A.  SPR is primarily concerned with the larger species of parrot, as there are very few rescue centres that are able to deal with these special birds.  However,  SPR will try and help ANY bird, which is in need, regardless of size or species.  We take in both cage and aviary birds.

Q.  How many birds has SPR helped?

A.  SPR has been a registered charity since 1998.  Its good reputation has spread by word of mouth and in the first four years of operation it helped rehome over 250 larger parrot species and many more smaller ones.  The main centre has, at the present time, 24 resident macaws.  These birds, due to various reasons, will never be rehomed with members.

Q.  Does SPR breed or sell donated birds?

A.  No!  Breeding from already unwanted birds only compounds the problem of yet more unwanted birds.  SPR does not condone the breeding of any donated bird.  Likewise SPR will not sell on birds to breeders, dealers or any others, or exploit any of our birds for profit or monetary gain.

Q.  Will SPR split up established ‘pairs’ of birds in order to maintain its ‘no breeding’ policy?
A.  Definitely not.  If SPR takes on a bonded pair it will ensure that any mating that takes place is entirely voluntary and any young will NOT be sold on, but would be rehomed under SPR’s Rehoming policy.

Q.  Who is eligible to foster an SPR bird?

A.  SPR restricts fostering to members only.  You can easily apply to become a member.  Once a member you can fill out an application to foster form.  Subject to this being satisfactory, you will be accepted onto our waiting list for a suitable bird.

Q.  How long will I have to wait for a suitable bird?
A.  This is hard to say.  We do not work on a chronological waiting list instead we try to place the bird in the best possible home suitable for that birds individual needs.  This also depends upon the amount of unwanted birds donated to SPR at that time.

Q.  Can I pick the type of bird I want?

A.  Up to a point.  After reading your application form and ascertaining your experience, SPR will only offer you a bird suitable to your knowledge and experience.  Macaws and cockatoos are never rehomed with members without considerable experience.

Q.  What back up do I get when I have taken on a bird for fostering?

A.  SPR will assist and advise you every step of the way.  We have many Area co coordinators  and experienced people just a phone call away, should you have any worries or questions about your bird.  Please note:  As a foster carer of an SPR bird you will be required to remain a member of Safehaven for the whole time of fostering.

Q.  What would happen if I were unable to continue looking after the fostered bird?

A.  If for any reason you are unable to continue fostering, the bird must be returned to SPR and a new home will be provided for it.

Q.  If I wish to make a donation, does it have to be made in cash/cheque?

A.  No.  Standing order are available on request or on our website.  You can even pay your membership fee in this way.

Q.  I would like to help SPR but I do not have much spare cash – is there any other way I can help?

A.  Yes,  you may have other talents we desperately need.  We need drivers able to pick up and deliver birds, people willing to organise fundraising activities, perhaps you have contacts in the printing or computer trade which may be able to supply us with free or discounted goods.  Please contact the Admin office and this can be discussed in detail.

Q.  How much of my donation will go to the birds?

A.  Every penny.  SPR has NO paid staff and the vast majority of ACO’s do not claim various expenses.  All donations go directly to the SPR account and apart from the running costs involved in the charity (postage, newsletter etc) EVERY penny is put to use for the birds welfare – this includes resident birds and new birds taken on.

Q.  What are SPR’s views on education?

A.  Education is a priority.  We have printed literature on the subject of Psittacine illnesses and prevention, which are available for a small donation to cover printing and postage costs.

Q.  Can I sponsor a bird?

A.  Yes we have many birds available for sponsorship.  Please contact us or visit our website for full details of the birds available.  Sponsorship is £25 per annum.


CONTACT INFORMATION

If you have any queries about Safehaven Parrot Refuge or would like advice on a bird problem please contact us at the following address.

Main Office
8 Hillend Close
Twyning
Tewkesbury
GL20 6DS
Tel: 01684 850466
Email: paul@safehavenparrotrefuge.co.uk

WE NEED YOUR HELP!  WAYS IN WHICH YOU COULD HELP US:

BECOME A MEMBER, SPONSOR A BIRD, MAKE A DONATION, HELP US FUNDRAISE


PLEASE NOTE: CHOCOLATE IS TOXIC TO ALL HOUSEHOLD PETS ESPECIALLY BIRDS!





SAFeHAVEN IS RUN TOTALLY BY UNPAID VOLUNTEERS

















































































































